The Rise of Russia in Asia

annexations [in Asia], especially since Russia can not even digest
its present Siberian areas. All that [a policy of expansion in Asia]
would do would be to give our policy an adventurous character,
create hostility between us and China, entail enormous expendi-
tures, and, finally, weaken our position in Europe." The annexa-
tion of Tannu Tuva, for instance, which was demanded by the
Russian military, in Sazonov's opinion would have been "a mistake
and would divert us from our direct tasks." 1G

While the War Minister and rightist spokesmen were urging
"action" to take advantage of the disintegration of China, Sazonov
appeared before the Duma in April, 1912, and rejected the call for
an immediate campaign in Asia:

Our state emerged and thrived not on the shores of the Black Irtish but
on the banks of the Dnieper and Moskva Rivers. The aggrandizement
of Russian possessions in Asia must not constitute the aim of our policy;
it would lead to a weakening of our position in Europe and in the Near
East , . . We should not annex territories bordering on our lands just
because that can be done without taking great risks.

But Novoye Vremya, the leading newspaper, editorially disa-
greed with the Foreign Minister's views:

Not in Europe, but in the Far East are those considerable changes pos-
sible, yea indeed imperative, upon which depends the future of our
empire . . . Chinese anarchy, on the one hand, and Russian imperial
problems, on the other: this situation leads us to the inescapable con-
clusion that it would be criminal folly to let slip by so favorable an op-
portunity and to fail to profit by the weakness of our [Chinese] neigh-
bor in order to achieve our imperial ideals.

In a series of eloquent articles Novoye Vremya outlined the
whole theory behind Russian aggrandizement, the role of its
emperors, and the immediate tasks ahead:

Our time-honored policy, from the days of the Varangians down to the
reign of Emperor Alexander III, was founded on the axiom that Russia
must expand territorially at the expense of her neighbors. In spite of
her thousand years of existence, Russia is still on the road toward her
national and political frontiers. The present as well as future genera-
dons will still have to expend much effort, strength, and talent before
this task is completed . . .
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